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[bookmark: _Toc220505039]Abbreviation
	ARAP
	Abbreviated Resettlement Action Plan

	CLO
	Community Liaison Officer

	CoI
	Corridor of Impact

	DGDC
	Dominica Geothermal Development Company

	DGRMP
	Dominica Geothermal Risk Mitigation Project

	DOMLEC
	Dominica Electricity Services Ltd.

	ESF
	Environment and Social Framework

	ESS
	Environment and Social Standard

	GLI
	Transmission line network from the geothermal power plant to Laudat substation

	GFI
	Transmission line network from the geothermal power plant to Fond Cole substation

	GoCD
	Government of Commonwealth of Dominica

	GRM
	Grievance Redress Mechanism

	GTI
	Transmission line network from the geothermal power plant to New Trafalgar substation

	kV
	kilovolt

	O&M
	Operation and maintenance

	OE
	Owner’s Engineer

	OHC
	Overhead Cable

	PAP
	Project Affected Person

	PFI
	Transmission line network from Padu substation to Fond Cole substation

	RAP
	Resettlement Action Plan

	RoW
	Right of Way

	SEP
	Stakeholder Engagement Plan

	TA
	Technical Assistance

	UGC
	Underground Cable





[bookmark: _Toc220505040]Executive Summary
This is an addendum to the Dominica Geothermal Risk Management Project (DGRMP) II Abbreviated Resettlement Action Plan (ARAP) dated November 2023. Due to the change in the alignment of 33kV underground cable installation, four additional project affected persons (PAPs) were identified and surveyed. 

Project Description. The Dominica Geothermal Risk Mitigation II Project (DGRMP II) aims to enable the development and integration of renewable geothermal energy capacity in Dominica. DGRMP II will support the construction of transmission line networks from Dominica’s first domestic geothermal power plant that is developed by the on-going project (DGRMP I) (Component 1) and project management by the Dominica Geothermal Development Company Ltd. (DGDC) (Component 2). One of four segments of the network expansion is an installation of 33 kV underground transmission line between the geothermal power plant and Fond Cole substation in government land or major road between Trafalgar and Roseau City. During the construction, the alignment between the geothermal power plant and New Trafalgar sub-stantion was changed, requiring the acquisition of 44,932 sq ft across four private land plots. Four PAPs are affected.

Objective. The objective of this RAP addendum is to identify the risks and impacts of the new alignment of the 33kV overhead cable installation and develop mitigation measures as per ESS5 requirements.

PAP Socioeconomic Profile. The census survey was carried out between June 2023 and February 2024 for four PAPs. Three PAPs are in their 50s, and one PAP is in her 70s. Three are women, and one is a man. None of the PAPs derive incomes from the affected land. None of the affected land is used or cultivated/ cropped by PAPs. There is no residential or commercial structure on the affected land. All PAPs have monthly household incomes of more than EC$1,000, thus, not considered as low income households. 

Land Loss. A total of 44,932 sq ft has been acquired for 33kV underground cable installations. One PAP lost less than 9% of the affected plot. Another lost 43% of the affected plot, and the third PAP lost 100% of the affected plot (the extent of the loss for the fourth PAP is being confirmed by the Lands Department). Despite the large loss, there is no livelihood impact on these PAPs, as none of the affected plots are in use or cultivated. 

Impact on Crops/Trees. One PAP indicated she had trees on the affected land. However, trenching did not affect any trees. There is no loss of trees. 

Impact on Livelihood. The affected land is not in use or cultivatated. None of the PAPs derive income from the affected land. There has been no impact on livelihoods thus far. The Owner’s Engineer will follow up and monitor the impact.

Vulnerable PAPs. None of the PAPs are low income households.

Legal and Institutional Frameworks. Dominica has the Land Acquisition Act, Chapter 53:02 and the Land Survey Act 53:04. The Lands Department under the Ministry of Housing and Lands conducts public surveys and valuation of lands and structures. ESS5 precedes in case there are gaps with the national laws. DGDC is responsible for the overall ARAP implementation. The Lands Department will be responsible for the Govnerment’s land acquisition process, i.e., notification of land acquisition, formal valuation, negotiation with individual PAPs, compensation payment, and redressing grievances related to valuation and compensation. ARAP implementation will be verified by the Owner’s Engineer. 

Eligibility. The cut-off date for the revised 33kV underground cable alignment was June 21, 2023. The entitlement matrix indicates the type of loss, affected PAPs, and compensation/detailed support. 

Valuation. The land valuation is carried out by the Lands Department. The crops and trees are valuated by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. The land valuation for the four PAPs was carried out in early-2025.

Compensation. Compensation for land acquisition is paid by the Ministry of Housing and Lands. DGDC compensates for the loss of crops/trees and provides support for livelihood loss and vulnerable PAPs as per the entitlement matrix. 

Community Participation. DGDC carried out one-on-one interviews. There were a number of consultations during the preparation of the original ARAP and the DGRMP II implementation, according to the project Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP). SEP lays out DGDC’s well-established grievance redress mechanism (GRM). PAPs can file complaints to DGDC’s GRM. ARAP and SEP were disclosed on DGDC website in July 2024. This addendum will also be disclosed after the World Bank approval.

Costs and Budget. The total cost of the addendum implementation is EC$134,140.32. 

Monitoring and Evaluation. DGDC’s Environment and Social Lead and Social Specialist are responsible for monitoring the ARAP implementation, in close coordination with the Lands Department. Upon completion of ARAP implementation, the Social Risks Management Specialist of the Owner’s Engineer will prepare the ARAP implementation completion report to verify the compensation payment, including that for easement, assess livelihood impact, and draw lessons learnt. 



[bookmark: _Toc148939661][bookmark: _Toc220505041]1. Introduction/New Alignments
The Dominica Geothermal Risk Mitigation II Project (DGRMP II) aims to enable the development and integration of renewable geothermal energy capacity in Dominica. DGRMP II will support the construction of transmission line networks from Dominica’s first domestic geothermal power plant, built by the ongoing DGRMP (first phase). The geothermal power plant is located in the Laudat community in Roseau Valley, south of the island. Both DGRMP and DGRMP II are implemented by the Dominica Geothermal Development Company Ltd. (DGDC), a private company in which the Government currently owns 100% of the shares.

The DGRMP II comprises three components: (1) Transmission Network Development for Integration of the Geothermal Power Plant, (2) Technical Assistance and Project Implementation Support, and (3) Guarantee Mechanism for the Domestic Geothermal Power Plant. Component 1 entails the construction of new transmission lines and three substations connecting the geothermal power plant with the national electric system load centers in Fond Cole (near Roseau City in the southwest). Network expansion takes place in four segments: 

(i) A 69 kilovolt (kV) transmission line of about 7.5 km from the geothermal power plant to the Fond Cole substation (GFI) consists of overhead and underground installations. 
(i) A 33 kV underground transmission line, totaling 10 km that connects between the geothermal power plant and New Trafalgar substation (GTI), between Trafalgar and Padu substations (TPI), and between Padu and Fond Cole substations (PFI). TPI and PFI will be placed under the major road between Trafalgar and Roseau City.
(ii) An 11 kV underground transmission line of 0.5 km connecting the geothermal power plant to Laudat substation (GLI). 
(iii) Three new substations, i.e., a 69/33/11 kV substation at Fond Cole; a 33/2.2 kV substation at New Trafalgar; and a 33/11 kV substation at Padu.

Since the ARAP approval in November 2023, there was a change in the alignment of 33kV transmission lines. Originally, the installation of underground cable between the geothermal power plant and New Trafalgar substation (GTI) was planned in public land. Instead, it was installed under four private plots. 
[bookmark: _Toc220505042]2. Updated Project Impact
For the new 33kV underground cable installation, a total of 44,932 sq ft has been acquired from four landowners. The wider corridor was acquired than originally planned, as this newly acquired corridor will also accommodate the installation of 69kV overhead cable. The installation will include pole structure(s) and/or right of way (RoW), including wire and border zones for health and safety. There was no temporary land acquisition during trenching, as the work was confined within the acquired wider corridor. Table 1 below compares the project impacts between original and new alignments.

Table 1: Project impact – original vs new alignments
	33kV Underground Cable Installation
	Original
	New

	Land requirement for trenching
	5m corridor
	10m corridor, in anticipation of the installation of 69kV overhead cable (pole structures and/or RoW)

	Number of PAPs
	None (government land)
	4 PAPs



[bookmark: _Toc220505043][bookmark: _Hlk34132752]3. Objectives of the ARAP Addendum
The objectives of the RAP addendum is to assess risks and impacts of the new 33 kV alignment and to update the overall mitigation measures, i.e., planning, implementing, and monitoring land acquisition, in accordance with the ESS5 objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc220505044]4. Census Survey.
The 33kV transmission line from the geothermal power plant to New Trafalgar substation has been installed in four private land plots. A census survey was carried out between June 2023 and February 2024. Four landowner PAPs were identified.

Out of the four PAPs, three are in their 50s and one is in her 70s. Three were women, and one was a man. One is a shop clerk, another is a laborer, and the remaining two are unemployed (one is retired). The household sizes vary between one and four. One PAP is an elderly and lives by herself. All four PAPs indicated having monthly household income more than EC$1,000, thus, none of them are low income households.

There is no residential or commercial structure on the affected land. None of the PAPs are using or farming the affected land. Thus, there is no physical or economic displacement. On the extent of loss, one PAP lost less than 9% of the affected plot. Another lost 43% of the affected plot, and the third PAP lost 100% of the affected plot (the extent of the loss for the fourth PAP is being confirmed by the Lands Department). As indicated earlier, none of the affected plots are in use or cultivated with no residential or commercial structure. There is no impact on livelihoods on the four PAPs. The detailed survey results are provided in the Annexes 1-A and 1-B.
[bookmark: _Toc220505045]5. Legal Framework
Dominica’s legal framework for land acqusition and a gap analysis with ESS5 are detailed in ARAP. The Project follows the general process of land acquisition, which is implemented by the Department of Lands under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development (see Figure 8). The key gap in the process is that the Lands Department notifies PAPs of the Govenrment intention of land acquisition prior to the commencement of civil work but the compensation is not always paid by then. 



Figure 8: The General Process of Acquiring Land through Compulsory Acquisition in Dominica
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[bookmark: _Toc220505046]6. Institutional Framework
The institutional framework, including roles and responsibilities, remains unchanged. The ARAP and this addendum are implemented by DGDC, while the Lands Department under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development carries out the Government’s land acquisition process. DGDC has been working closely with the Lands Department, to expedite the land acquisition and to ensure PAPs are compensated prior to the commencement of civil work as per ESS5. 
[bookmark: _Toc220505047]7. Eligibility
The land acquisition under DGRMP II follows the Private Treaty decision, where the affected landonwers negotiate the amount of compensation with the Lands Department. For the four new PAPs affected by 33kV transmission line, the cut-off date was June 21, 2023. The cut-off date was communicated directly to PAPs during the household survey. Table 2 provides their entitlement as per the the DGRMP II entitlement matrix.
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Table 2. Entitlement Matrix
	PAP Category
	Type of Loss
	Eligibility Criteria
	Entitlement
	PAPs Affected
	Details of Support/
Compensation

	Landowners affected by pole structures and/or trenching
	Permanent loss of land
	Land title or other document establishing ownership in case of unregistered land to affected property, those without legal rights to the land at time census begins but with a recognizable claim to the land, those with no recognizable claim to the land they are occupying.
	Compensation at replacement cost[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Replacement cost is defined as a method of valuation yielding compensation sufficient to replace assets, plus necessary transaction costs associated with asset replacement.
] 

Valuations done using market value including improvements to the land plus all transaction costs and statutory fees. If the land becomes uncultivable because of the Project, PAP can request acquisition of entire plot. 
	4 PAPs
	Appropriate price/compensation as mutually agreed with the landowners.  The value agreed will be based upon the individual valuations completed by the Dominica Lands and Surveys Division, and meeting replacement costs per ESS5

	Landowners affected by trenching
	Temporary loss of land 
	Land title or other document establishing ownership in case of unregistered land to affected property, those without legal rights to the land at time census begins but with a recognizable claim to the land, those with no recognizable claim to the land they are occupying.
	Land lease agreement with the contractor, based on the market rate. 
	None
	During construction phase. Upon completion of the construction, the contractor shall return the land restored to the original condition.

	Landowners affected by midspan and/or access roads
	Easement
	Land title or other document establishing ownership in case of unregistered land to affected property, those without legal rights to the land at time census begins but with a recognizable claim to the land, those with no recognizable claim to the land they are occupying.
	Easement value to be determined by the Dominica Lands and Surveys Division 
	None
	The access roads will avoid structures, trees, crops, etc. However, in case the access roads have substantial impacts on livelihoods, the land may be acquired by GoCD.

	Owners of trees/ crops 
	Permanent loss of trees and crops
	Owners/users of trees/crops affected by land acquisition/ easement. Users mean encroacher/ squatters on public lands cultivating trees/crops.
	Cash compensation for the loss of trees, crops, and perennials based on 2023 estimate by the Ministry of Agriculture.
	None
	Affected trees/crops to be determined once the alignment is finalized. Compensation will be paid prior to the commencement of civil work.

	Owners of residential structures 
	Loss of residential structure
	Permanently residing on the affected property prior to land acquisition/easement
	Cash compensation valued by the property valuation unit of the Lands Department

Moving/transitional allowance
	None
	Compensation based on the Government valuation asset values, adjusted to replacement value. No devaluation for salvaged materials.

Moving/transitional allowance at market rate in lump sum payment.

	Owners of commercial structures
	Loss of commercial structure
	Commercial structure on the affected property prior to land acquisition/easement.
	Cash compensation valued by the property valuation unit of the Lands Department

Moving allowance
	None
	Loss to be determined once the alignment is finalized. Compensation based on the Government valuation asset values, adjusted to replacement value. No devaluation for salvaged materials. Compensation will be paid prior to the commencement of civil work.

Moving allowance at market rate in lump sum payment.

	Loss of livelihood due to loss of land use
	Loss of livelihood 
	Farmers or business owners operating on affected property at the time of the cut-off date
	Assistance for livelihood restoration by providing access to GoCD’s social or skills training programme
	None
	GoCD social programmes, such as elderly pension/health care services and skills training programmes. For informal users, DGDC may support to find replacement land.

	Vulnerable PAHs 
	
	Low income
	Providing access to GoCD’s social programme
	None 
	GoCD social programmes, such as elderly pension/health care services.







[bookmark: _Toc220505048]8. Valuation and Compensation for Losses
Valuation of land is carried out by the Lands Department, while the valuation of crops/trees will be undertaken by the Ministry of Agriculture. The Government of Commonwealth of Dominica finances the land acquisition. The compensation for land is provided by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, while that for trees/crops are provided by DGDC. The valuation processes are detailed in ARAP. For four PAPs, Lands Department carried out valuation for the affected land in early-2025 and negotiated compensation amounts with PAPs around March/April 2025. Three PAPs have already been compensated. The payment for the 4th PAP is underway (detailed in Section 10). 
[bookmark: _Toc220505049]9. Community Participation
DGDC has been engaging PAPs and community members throughout DGRMP II implementation. The four PAPs affected by the 33kV transmission line have been surveyed and consulted during the project preparation and implementation. Lands Department had negotiations with them on the compensation amounts around March/April 2025. 

The original ARAP was publically consulted in March and August 2023 and is disclosed in the DGDC website (https://www.geodominica.dm/environmental-impact-assessments/). This addendum will also be disclosed upon the Bank approval. 
[bookmark: _Toc220505050]10. Implementation Schedule
For the four PAPs affected by the 33kV underground cable installations, the compensation are being provided at full replacemence costs. As of January 28, 2026, three PAPs have been compensated. The compensation for the fourth PAP is in escrow. The PAP had to obtain a letter of approval from her siblings as a legal representative to conclude negotiation. She has submitted all relevant documents. The payment is being processed by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development. 
[bookmark: _Toc220505051]11. Costs and Budget
The total cost of the addendum implementation is ECD134,140.32 (equivalent to US$49,681.60[footnoteRef:3]) for the land acquisition of four PAPs.  [3:  At US$1=ECD2.70] 

[bookmark: _Toc220505052]12. Grievance Redress Mechanism
DGDC has an established project GRM, which is detailed in DGRMP II stakeholder engagement plan (SEP). PAPs can submit grievances by the following channels:

· On-line form: https://www.geodominica.dm/grievance/reporting/ 
· Email: Allan.toussaint@geodominica.com
· Phone: (767) 448 6178/79; 275 7392
· Address: DGDC, Floors 1&2, 18 Kennedy Avenue, Roseau
· Grievances Mailbox are placed at community centres in Roseau Valley.

[bookmark: _Toc220505053]13. Monitoring and Evaluation
DGDC continues to monitor the following output indicators stipulated in ARAP:

· Number of PAPs whose land, crops, and/or trees have been valuated
· Number of PAPs who completed negotiation with Lands Department
· Number of PAPs who have received compensation for land
· Number of PAPs who have received compensation for crops/trees
· Sq ft of land acquired
· Sq ft land under easement
· Amount of compensations disbursed
· Impact on livelihoods observed/reported among PAPs
· Number of land acquisition/easement related grievances
· Number of land acquisition/easement related grievances resolved

DGDC’s Environment Social Lead and Social Specialist will be responsible for monitoring the ARAP implementation in close coordination with the Lands Department. DGDC will report the ARAP implementation progress in the E&S quarterly report. The ARAP implementation completion report will be prepared by OE  upon completion of the ARAP implementation.


[bookmark: _Toc220505054]Annex 1-A. Updated Impact Details by PAP
	PAP #
	Structure Type/ Span 
	 Total Plot Size (sq ft) 
	 Purpose for Project Use 
	Nature of Interest and Affected Plot Size 
(sq ft)
	Land Loss % by Land Acquisition
 
	Land Loss % by Easement
 
	Current Land Use
 
	Trees/ Crops
 

	
	
	
	
	 Trenching/ Structures (Acquisition) 
	 Spans (Easement) 
	 Access Roads (Easement) 
	
	
	
	

	GTI1
	UGC
	17,424
	Tr
	7,500
	
	
	43%
	N/A
	Not in use
	N

	GTI2
	UGC
	5,432
	Tr
	5,432
	
	
	100%
	N/A
	Not in use
	N

	GTI3
	UGC
	43,560
	Tr
	4,000
	
	
	9%
	N/A
	Abandoned Agriculture
	N

	GTI4
	UGC
	TBI
	Tr
	28,000
	
	
	TBI
	N/A
	Not in use
	Y (fruit trees)



[bookmark: _Toc220505055]Annex 1-B. PAP Socioeconomic Baseline
	PAP #
	Struc-ture #
	Primary Occupation
	Gender
	Age
	Marital Status
	Number in Household
	Highest Education level
1: Primary
2: Secondary
3: Tertiary
	Illness/ Disability
	Average Monthly Household Income
	Derives Income from Property Y/N
	Ownership share in property %

	GTI1
	UGC
	Shop Clerk
	F
	56
	Single
	1
	2
	No
	<$2,000
	N
	100

	GTI2
	UGC
	Unemployed
	F
	55
	Widowed
	3
	2
	No
	<$3,000
	N
	100

	GTI3
	UGC
	Laborer
	M
	53
	Married
	4
	1
	No
	>$3,000
	N
	100

	GTI4
	UGC
	Retired
	F
	74
	Widowed
	1
	3
	No
	>$3,000
	N
	TBI
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